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Lesson 4, February 3, 2019
Genesis 41:1-36

Pharaoh’s Dreams
In 1969, in a science lab in New Jersey, Canadian physicist Willard
Boyle and his colleagues invented the concept of an electronic
eye. Using their knowledge of mathematics and the behavior of
light they provided the science behind digital cameras known as a
charged-coupled device or CCD. The CCD technology
revolutionized photography, as light could now be captured
electronically instead of on film. CCD technology is used on the
Hubble telescope and the Mars Lunar probe. It was Boyle's
invention that allowed us to see the surface of Mars for the first
time. In 2009 Boyle was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics.
A few years after the original invention of CCD technology, Boyle walked into a store to purchase a new
digital camera based on his invention. During the visit, the salesman tried to explain the intricacies of the
digital camera, but stopped, feeling it was too complicated for his customer to understand. According to
one long-time friend, Boyle was normally a humble man, but on this occasion he was taken aback by the
salesman's arrogance and disrespect. So Boyle bluntly replied: “No need to explain. I invented it.” When
the salesman didn't believe him, Boyle told the salesman to type “Willard S. Boyle” into his computer and
see for himself. A Nikon representative in the store heard the exchange and immediately came over to
have his photograph taken with the famous inventor. (Allison Lawlor, “Master of Light invents a photo revolution,”
Globe and Mail, 5-21-11; www.PreachingToday.com)

There are a lot of “Willard Boyle” types around. They seem like ordinary
people, but when you do a little research into their background, you discover
that they are indeed very remarkable. They have put their faith in Jesus Christ.
The Bible says that we are a chosen people, kings and priests in God’s
Kingdom (1 Peter 2:9), given the “right to be called sons of God” (John 1:12).
Through faith in Christ, we join the ranks of believers from all ages whom God
has used in remarkable ways even in difficult times and difficult places.
We can find ourselves in a difficult time and place. Joseph found himself in an
Egyptian prison after being sold into slavery. He had been a slave and a
prisoner for 13 long years, forgotten by his family and those he tried to help.
But even in the place of his affliction God used Joseph in a remarkable way.
Two years have gone by since he interpreted the dreams of two people in prison with him. Joseph had
asked one of the officials to mention him to Pharaoh, but that official forgot all about Joseph.
1.

Read Genesis 41:1-4. Describe Pharaoh’s dream. Which cows seemed to be in control?

2.

Read Genesis 41:5-7. Describe this dream of Pharaoh. What grain conquered the other?
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3.

Read Genesis 41:8. Why might Pharaoh have been
worried about the dreams? Were the magicians and
wise men able to help him understand the dreams?

4.

Read Genesis 41: 9-13. Why was this story told by the
cupbearer relevant to the situation? Why was this
recommendation credible? Why might the cupbearer
have kept this information secret before this?

5.

Read Genesis 41:14-24. What was required of Joseph before he appeared before Pharaoh? To
whom did Joseph give credit for the interpretation of dreams?

6.

7.

Read Genesis 41:25-32. The dreams were interpreted to mean what?
What warning is given to Pharaoh by Joseph? Who is in control of the
situation?

Read Genesis 41:33-37. What did Joseph recommend for Pharaoh to do? What was the amount
of tax to be levied? What was to be done with the grain that was collected as a tax? How were
the people kept from stealing it? For what was the taxed grain to be used?

Nebuchadnezzar had dreams, and Daniel was
called upon to interpret them.
8.

Read Daniel 2:1, 19-23, 46-48. Who
revealed the meaning of the dream to
Daniel? What praise did Daniel give to the
Lord?
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9.

What happened to Daniel after he had interpreted the dream?

Jacob, Joseph’s father, had a dream so he might have realized the importance of Joseph’s early dreams.
10..

Read Genesis 28:10-22. What was the nature of Jacob’s dream? What message did Jacob
receive from the Lord? What was promised to Jacob? How did Jacob respond to the dream?
What was Jacob’s conditional promise based on the dream?

Gideon heard a dream and it gave him confidence to attack the enemy with an inferior force.
11.

Read Judges 7:9-15. What did the Lord say to Gideon? What did Gideon hear from the man who
had a dream? How did Gideon respond to the dream?

Joseph is a type of Christ. Joseph and Christ are both objects of love by their fathers, both are hated by
their brethren, both are rejected as rulers over their brethren, both are conspired against and sold for
silver, both are condemned though innocent, and both are raised from humiliation to glory by the power
of God.
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Lesson 5, February 10, 2019
Genesis 41:37-57

Rewarded for Faithfulness
For Joseph the time has now come. He has traveled from prison to the palace. A long journey of
thirteen years has passed from the dream he told his family in Genesis 37. By his dream he was
ostracized and by a dream he will be aggrandized. Joseph travels from despair to experience God’s
faithfulness!
Do we sometimes think God has forgotten us? Do we chafe at the bit when God seems slow in giving
us His dream, His vision. Do we resist the trials that come by waiting? Do we think God doesn’t know
what He is doing, or that He has forgotten us? Are we willing to wait for God’s timing? Or do we demand
our own time? Will we miss the blessings of living in God’s time?
1.

Read Genesis 41:37-45. To what type of position was Joseph
promoted? He was second in command to whom? What honor
was to be given to Joseph? Why might Joseph have been given
an Egyptian name and an Egyptian wife?

2.

Read Genesis 41:46-49. How old was Joseph when he was
named “prime minister”? What was done during the seven years
of plenty? Were they able to keep track of the amount of grain?

3.

Read Genesis 41:50-52. What was the meaning of the names given to the two sons of Joseph?

4.

Read Genesis 41:53-57. Did things occur just as God had predicted and told Pharaoh through
Joseph? Who had the responsibility for food distribution during the famine? Was the famine
limited to the country of Egypt? Who besides Egyptians came to Joseph for grain?
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Joseph could have focused on the betrayal of his brothers, the injustice of Potiphar, the ingratitude of
the cupbearer. Instead he chose to focus on the plan of God, Who was preparing him for greatness. He
went from son to slave to inmate to sovereign. If you want to be a mover and a shaker then get ready
to be moved and shaken! God cannot use those He hasn’t tested and proven to be worthy of His name.
It’s not about how many years you have put in at church; it’s about how willing you are to be obedient.
Joseph had no right to be second in command of all of Egypt; he was a shepherd boy from Canaan. He
was raised to that position because God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called!
God will ask more than you think you can give, He will stretch
further than you think you can go, He will push harder than you
think you can bear, but oh to be used for His glory. Oh to be
remembered in the history of the church as were Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Ruth, Samuel, David, Jeremiah,
Matthew, Luke, Paul, Timothy, and John. People who were tested
beyond what most would say we can endure were crafted into
history changers. It’s all about giving your life over to be used for
His purposes.
5.

Read 2 Timothy 2:1-10. Describe how, in these verses,
Timothy is challenged to endure hardship for Christ.

6.

Why do you think our churches tend not to declare the call to endurance and suffering? Why did
Timothy tend to shy away from it? What is the result of a willingness to suffer for the gospel?

7.

Paul calls Timothy to endure hardship for the sake of the goal. What in the experience of a
soldier, an athlete, and a farmer illustrates this well? Which of these examples speaks most
strongly to you?

8.

What does it mean to endure hardship (2 Timothy 4:5)?

-6-

Second Timothy contains the poignant testimony of the apostle Paul, who says his life is “being poured
out like a drink offering” and the time of his death had come (2 Timothy 4:6). In verse 5 he says, “But you
[Timothy], keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all
the duties of your ministry.” There was no better man than Paul to give advice about endurance under
suffering for the Lord Jesus. Paul had been imprisoned, beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, and was hungry,
cold, and destitute (2 Corinthians 11:23–28). In spite of all this and more, Paul managed to endure the
suffering, finish the race, and keep the faith (2 Timothy 4:7).
Hardships come in a variety of ways. Temptations, illnesses, lost jobs, broken relationships, and
persecution for one’s faith are all forms of hardship. Christians should not be taken by surprise when
hardships come. Jesus warned us, “In this world you will have trouble” (John 16:33). The good news is
that Jesus followed up His warning with this word of encouragement: “But take heart! I have overcome
the world.” We can endure by His grace.
Faith has the ability to endure all hardships and troubles because it always sees the pen in the hand of
God. Faith says: God will have the final words for the future. In the novel of our lives, God has the final
signature.
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Lesson 6, February 17, 2019
Genesis 42:1-38

Guilt: A Heavy Burden to Carry
How unhappy is he who cannot forgive himself. (Publilius Syrus, Moral Sayings, 1st Century BC)
The wicked flee when no one is pursuing, But the righteous are bold as a lion. (Proverbs 28:1)
The story is told of a man who entered a high class restaurant, bought a drink and then immediately
threw it into the waiter’s face. Quickly grabbing a napkin, he helped the waiter dry his face while he
apologized with great remorse. “I'm so sorry,” he said. “I have this compulsion to do this. I fight it, but I
can’t stop it. I feel so guilty about it and I don't know what to do about it.” “You had better do something
about your problem,” the waiter replied. “You can be sure I'll remember you and will never serve you
another drink until you get help.” It was months before the man returned to the restaurant and faced the
waiter again. When he asked for a drink, the waiter refused. Then the man explained that he had been
seeing a psychiatrist and that his problem was solved. Convinced it was now okay to serve him, the
waiter got him a drink. The man immediately took the glass and splashed
the drink into the waiter's astonished face. “I thought you were cured,” the
shocked waiter screamed. “I am,” said the man. “Now I don't feel guilty
when I do it.” (Charles Sell, Unfinished Business, Multnomah, 1989, p. 223)
Guilt is an important God given emotion. Joseph’s brothers certainly felt
guilty for what they had done to Joseph. They had buried their guilt. They
had tried to cover it up. Their hearts were hardened and their
consciences were seared.
1.

Read Genesis 42:1-5. Why was Jacob upset with his sons? What did he challenge them to do?

2.

How did his sons respond? What brother did not go? Why? Why was it necessary that they go
to Egypt?

3.

Read Genesis 42:6-7. What was Joseph’s position? What did his brothers do when they came
to him? How did Joseph speak to his brothers?

4.

Read Genesis 42:8-17. What did Joseph accuse the
brothers of? How did the brothers describe their family?
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5.

What did Joseph demand of them as a test? Where were they put for 3 days?

6.

Read Genesis 42:18-25. Describe Joseph’s plan. What are the brothers thinking about as the
plan is revealed? How has the guilt of selling Joseph into slavery effected their lives? How does
Reuben attempt to free himself of guilt?

7.

8.

Who was bound in front of the rest of his brothers? When their bags were
filled with grain, what else was put in their sacks?

Read Genesis 42:26-28. What did the brothers discover when one of the bags was opened to
feed the donkey? Why might the brothers have been worried?

9.

Read Genesis 42:29-34. What information was related to Jacob
when they returned? What condition had Joseph put on their return
for more grain?

10.

Read Genesis 42:35-38. Why would the finding of the bundles of money cause dismay? Why
was Jacob saddened? W hat did Reuben volunteer? How did Jacob respond?

11.

Read Psalm 38:1-8. How does guilt before an almighty God impact a person?

-10-

12.

Read Psalm 51:1-17. When David felt the guilt for the sin he had committed, he recorded this
Psalm. What is he asking for? To what does he admit? What does he desire? What is the hoped
for result?

False guilt is experienced when you fail to believe God’s Word concerning
His forgiveness, when you falsely believe you must forgive yourself, or
when you believe you have sinned but you really have not. Put false guilt
behind you and move ahead in your Christian walk.
Do you need to do something appropriate about your God-given guilt? Do
you need to come to the Lord confessing and repenting? Let’s not be like
Joseph’s brothers who carried their guilt for over 20 years. Let’s not, like
David, keep the guilt inside us so that it eats us up from the inside out and
drains away all our energy. God has provided a glorious and wonderful
remedy for our sin and guilt through the sacrifice of Jesus our Savior. Let
us say like King David, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD - and you forgave the guilt of my
sin.” Let us each receive God’s remedy and find the joy and freedom forgiveness brings.
Guilt is God’s built-in alarm system that alerts you that something has occurred, or is present, that is
interrupting your peace with God, and therefore must be dealt with before you can successfully proceed
with your life. Genuine guilt is experienced when sin is present. It can be either an ongoing behavior, or
an isolated act. In order to relieve ourselves of genuine guilt we must repent of the sin. It must be
confessed and forsaken (abandoned) if it is an ongoing behavior. It must be released if it was an isolated
act. Then God’s forgiveness must be received. This is the only prescription available that can free us
from the bondage of our genuine guilt.
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Lesson 7, February 24, 2019
Genesis 43:1-34

Amazing Grace (Undeserved Kindness)
The story is told of two long-time golfing buddies who decided one day that they would play the ball
where it lies, no matter what! On the 14th hole, one of them sliced his drive and it ended up on the cart
path. As he reached down to pick up his ball to get relief, his friend said, “Wait a minute! We agreed that
we would not improve our lies! Remember? No matter what!” The first player tried to explain that he was
entitled to this relief, that it was in the rules of golf. But the second fellow would not allow it. Throwing up
his hands in disgust, the man went to the cart and grabbed a club. As he stood near his ball, he took a
few practice swings, each time scraping the club on the pavement and
sending out showers of sparks, leaving scratches on the bottom of his
club. Finally, he took his shot. The club hit the path again, sparks went
flying, but his ball shot straight towards the green, landed and rolled to
a stop - two inches from the cup. “Great shot!” his friend exclaimed.
“What club did you use?” The man gave him a smile, “Your 7 iron!” The
moral of the story is this – sometimes it’s better to extend grace.
Grace means undeserved kindness. It is the gift of God to man the moment he sees he is unworthy of
God’s favor. Men try to give God something for His grace, instead of taking their places like poor beggars
at the feet of Jesus and accepting the gift. It is free. We must become beggars – we must be stripped
of every particle of self-righteousness. Then God will deal bountifully with us. By grace we are saved, not
by good deeds or good works. If a man is unsaved, it is not because he has done few good works, or
because he has no money, but because he would not accept the gift. (D.L. Moody, sermon, Grace, 1880)
In this lesson we will see Joseph showing some grace that his
brothers desperately needed. Grace is something that all of us
need and it is something that we must learn to receive and extend.
1.

Read Genesis 43:1-10. What did Jacob ask of his sons?
What conditions for their return to Egypt were related to
Jacob by Judah? What was Judah willing to step up and do
so Jacob would let them go get more grain?

2.

Read Genesis 43:11-15. What did Jacob send with his sons? What was his main concern?

3.

Read Genesis 43:16-25. What did Joseph plan for his brothers? Why were the brothers afraid?
What concern did they express to the house steward?
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4.

How did the house steward reassure them? What did he
do for them?

5.

Read Genesis 43:26-34. What did the brothers present
to Joseph? How did they honor him? How was this
again the fulfillment of Joseph’s early childhood dream?

6.

What did Joseph inquire of them? Why did he disappear for awhile?

7.

When he reappeared and the meal was served, what were the seating arrangements?

Although these seating arrangements seem strange in our culture, they would be expected in many
parts of the world today. When Dave and Jackie McCracken were in Malaysia, they were invited to the
home of the Indian maid. She served them dinner in one room. After they had eaten, the Indian family
then ate in the kitchen, even though the McCrackens had insisted that everyone eat together. The Indian
family felt it would be improper to eat together because of the differences in ethnicity and social standing.
8.

Why were the brothers puzzled that
they had been seated from oldest to
youngest? How was Benjamin given
preference?
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9.

Read Proverbs 3:24. To whom is grace given? What is required to receive the Lord’s grace?

10.

Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10. What had the Lord provided for Paul in his distress that was
sufficient for him? Why would Paul be tempted to boast about his weaknesses and persecution?

11.

Read Ephesians 2:8-10. What gift do we receive by the grace of God? What must we pay to get
it? What role do works play in the equation?

Dwight L. Moody loved to study the Bible topically, and it occurred to him one day that he had never
studied the subject of grace. Setting aside a day, Moody gave himself to the study of God’s grace. But
a second day was required. Even on the third day Moody had not finished his task. By the late afternoon
of the third day, however, Moody was so filled with his subject that he had to go out on the street and talk
to somebody about it. Stopping a complete stranger, Moody said, “My friend, do you know anything about
grace?” Surprised at the question, the man replied, “Grace who?” “Why,” Moody responded, “the grace
of God that brings salvation.” (Titus 2:11) Moody then left the stranger standing on the street wondering
about the grace of God.

But when we consider the biggest debt of our lives, Jesus pays it. We deserve death. We have cut
ourselves off from God - but Jesus pays the bill.We are in debt to Him but He carries the cost. He
Himself means God has done it personally.
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Lesson 8, March 10, 2019
Genesis 44:1-34

The Case Of The Missing Silver Cup
When Jack quit farming and moved, he discovered he was the only Baptist in his new town of all
Catholics. That was okay, but the neighbors had a problem with his barbecuing beef every Friday. They
were not allowed to eat red meat on Fridays, but the tempting aroma was getting the best of them, so
they got together and confronted Jack. “Jack,” they said, “since you are the only Baptist in this whole
town and there's not a Baptist church for many miles, we think you should join our church and become
a Catholic.” Jack thought about it for a minute and decided they were right. Jack talked to the priest, and
they arranged it.
The big day came, and the priest had Jack kneel. He put his hand on
Jack’s head and said, “Jack, you were born a Baptist, you were
raised a Baptist, and now,” he said as he sprinkled some water on
Jack’s head, “you are a Catholic!” Both Jack and the neighbors were
happy. But the following Friday evening, the aroma of grilled beef still
drifted from Jack’s yard. The neighbors went to talk to him about this,
and as they approached the fence they heard Jack saying something strangely familiar to the steak: “You
were born a beef, you were raised a beef, and now” he said as he sprinkled salt over the meat, “you are
a fish!” (Debi Zahn, Sandwich, IL; www.PreachingToday.com)
This silly little story raises the question: How does real change happen in my life? If I don’t like what’s
going on in my life today, how can I be truly different tomorrow? If change doesn’t come through religious
ritual or the declaration that I am different, how can I experience genuine transformation?
Joseph, already brilliantly successful in creating tensions during their two visits, now produced his master
stroke. He tests their concern for Benjamin in order for them to recognize their evil. We will see Joseph’s
brothers undergoing some very real change. They have been jealous and bitter for most of their lives.
Their families are starving, and for the 2nd time, they have gone to Egypt to buy food from a very powerful
Egyptian ruler. They don’t know that this Egyptian ruler is their brother, Joseph, whom they betrayed and
sold into slavery more than 20 years previously, and they don’t know what he’s up to. He has accused
them of being spies, but he fed them from his own table.
1.

Read Genesis 44:1-5. What were the instructions Joseph gave to the house steward? After the
brothers had left, what additional instructions were given to the house steward? What was the
house steward to say to the brothers?

Divination is roughly the attempt to discern events that are distant in time
or space, and that consequently cannot be perceived by normal means.
A similar definition could be given for the seership aspect of prophecy.
Hence the term could be used occasionally in a good sense, as we
might speak of a prophet having clairvoyant gifts without thereby
approving all forms of clairvoyance.
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2.

Read Genesis 44:6-13. How did the brothers defend themselves? They thought they were
innocent, so what did they say they were willing to have done to them?

3.

In whose sack was the cup found? How did the brothers react? What did they then do?

4.

Read Genesis 44:14-17. How did the brothers approach Joseph? What was Joseph’s statement
to his brothers? How did Judah reply? What did he volunteer?

5.

How did Joseph respond? Who did he want to be his slave? What
was he willing for the rest of the brothers to do?

6.

Read Genesis 44:18-34. What seems to be the purpose of Judah’s discourse? What is Judah
willing to do in place of Benjamin? How has his attitude changed since Joseph was sold into
slavery?

More than 20 years previous, Judah sold his younger brother into
slavery. Now, he pleads to be enslaved himself so another younger
brother can go free. Judah is a different man. By God’s grace and work
in his life, he is no longer jealous and bitter; he is no longer selfish and
self-centered. Instead, he is willing to give up his own freedom to
preserve the freedom of another favored son. Judah has changed his
ways, and that’s what we must do if we want to see real change in our
own lives for the better. We must not only admit our sin, we must quit
our sin. Now, if admitting our sin is difficult at best, then quitting our sin
is well-nigh impossible.
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7.

Read Matthew 3:2, 4:17, Mark 6:12, Acts 2:38, 3:19, 17:30, and 26:20. These verses report on
the ministry of John the Baptist, Jesus, the twelve, Peter, and Paul. What is the consistent
message of all of these verses. What is true repentance? Why is it so necessary that all these
people in the Bible expected people to do it? Can we repent and continue living the same way?

That’s what a 2006 medical study revealed. Roughly
600,000 people have heart bypasses a year in America.
After their bypasses, their doctors tell them that they must
change their lifestyle. The heart bypass is a temporary fix.
They must change their diet. They must quit smoking and
drinking. They must exercise and reduce stress. In
essence, the doctors say, “Change or die.” Well, you
would think that a near-death experience would get their
attention and these patients would make the appropriate
lifestyle changes. Sadly that is not the case. Ninety
percent of the heart patients do not change. They remain
the same, living the way they always lived. Study after study indicates that two years after heart surgery,
the patients have not altered their behavior. Instead of making changes for life, they choose death. (Thom
S. Rainer and Eric Geiger, Simple Church, B & H Publishing Group, 2006, p. 229; www.PreachingToday.com)

Dave and Jackie McCracken know a surgeon in Alamo, CA who worked previously as a missionary
doctor in Kenya. He currently performs liposuction and tummy tucks for overly fat patients. He told us
that after a couple of years most of these patients regained all the weight they had lost with the surgery.
They did not change their eating habits.
Change is difficult for people even when their lives depend on it. That’s why Jesus died on the cross. He
died not only to deliver us from the penalty of sin, but also from its power in our everyday lives. So if you
don’t like the life you’re living, put your trust in Him. Depend on Christ to help you make the changes you
know you need to make. If you want to experience real change in your life, just submit to God’s discipline.
Then with Christ’s help, admit and quit your sin. Just trust Christ with your life today, and let Him give you
the life you really want to live forever.
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