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Joseph
The story of Joseph is among those that are most favored in
the Bible. As Jacob grew older, ten of his sons got jealous of
their younger brother, Joseph, because Jacob adored Joseph.
Joseph was receiving revelations and dreams at a very young
age and dreamed they would all bow down to him someday.
The 10 brothers got so mad that they sold him to a caravan
going to Egypt and then told their father that he was dead.
Later Joseph interpreted Pharaoh's dreams by the Holy Spirit:
Gen 41:15-16 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I have dreamed a dream, and there is no one who
can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that you can understand a dream, to interpret
it." So Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer of
peace." Joseph was faithful to God and became a main ruler in Egypt:
Gen 41:39-44 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, there is
no one as discerning and wise as you. "You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be
ruled according to your word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you." And
Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt." Then Pharaoh took his
signet ring off his hand and put it on Joseph's hand . . ."
Just as the dream had foretold, a famine came throughout the world and in the land of Canaan
it was very severe so Joseph's 10 brothers came to Egypt in search of food. They all bowed
down to him, and after testing them, Joseph revealed to them his true identity, and forgave
them. God saved the whole family from the famine and they came down to live in Egypt.
The story of Joseph is an
amazing story because it
reveals how God in His
foreknowledge, planned far
in advance, knowing that the
Hebrews wouldn't survive in
Canaan because of the
coming famine and other
circumstances, but needed
to be brought down into
Egypt where they would not
only survive but multiply
exceedingly. God ordained the situation with Joseph so that He would preserve His people and
fulfill His promises to Abraham.
Gen 50:24-26 And Joseph said to his brethren, "I am dying; but God will surely visit you, and
bring you out of this land to the land of which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob."
Then Joseph took an oath from the children of Israel, saying, "God will surely visit you, and you
shall carry up my bones from here." So Joseph died, being one hundred and ten years old; and
they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.
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Lesson 1, January 13, 2019
Genesis 37
Green With Envy, Ripe For Trouble
Milton Berle was a comedian a few decades back and he wrote a poem
that went like this: “I'd rather be a could-be if I cannot be an are; because
a could-be is a maybe who is reaching for a star. I'd rather be a has-been
than a might-have-been, by far; for a might-have-been has never been,
but a has was once an are.” Do you realize that God says you can be a
“could-be”?
We read in Ephesians 2:10 “For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.” God is saying that once you became a Christian
you became a “could-be.” God said you could be capable of doing mighty
things, because God had prepared good works just for you. These were
things He’d prepared for you long before you ever decided to be His child. In other words – God has
plans for your life. He has a dream of what you “could be.” This echoes the same promise God made
to His people in Jeremiah 29:11 “I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
“God’s plans aren’t just for pie in the sky when you die. It’s also for steak on your plate while you wait.”
A few years ago, a shampoo commercial on TV featured a beautiful woman, with long flowing hair,
saying, “Don’t hate me because I’m beautiful.” Why would anyone hate a person who is beautiful, or
charming, or successful, or popular, or rich, or smart, or powerful? Envy. Envy is resentment of what
others have, and discontentment with what we have. Envy destroys. Proverbs 14:30 says, “A heart at
peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones.” Envy drains away the joy of life. It undermines
satisfaction with life, and it destroys self-confidence. It affects relationships with others, poisoning
friendships and sabotaging partnerships. Envy can have negative effects in marriage, in the church, and
in the workplace. Yet envy tempts us all.
1.

Read Genesis 37:1-4. How old was Joseph as this story begins? What was he doing with his
brothers? When he returned to his father, what report did he give?

2.

Describe the relationship between Joseph and his father. What
did his father make for him? Did his father treat all his sons
equally? How did his brothers view Joseph?
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3.

Read Genesis 37:5-8. What occurred in the life of Joseph? With
whom did he share about what occurred? How did they respond?

4.

Describe what happened to the bunches of grain. Did this make
his brothers happy? Describe both the attitudes of Joseph and his
brothers. How did these attitudes escalate rather than resolve the
conflict between them?

5.

Read Genesis 37:9-11. Describe this dream of Joseph. Why was he rebuked by his father? What
was the attitude of the brothers? . . . of his father?

6.

Read Genesis 37:12-17. For what purpose was Joseph
sent to visit his brothers? Were they easy to find?

7.

Read Genesis 37:18-24. What was the nature of the conversation the brothers had concerning
Joseph when they saw him coming? Why did Reuben intervene? What did Reuben suggest?
Why?

8.

What did the brothers do to Joseph?

9.

Read Genesis 37:25-28. What plot was hatched by Joseph’s
brothers? Where was Joseph taken? By whom?
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10.

Read Genesis 37:29-36. How did Reuben respond when
he found out what his brothers had done? Why would
Reuben have felt responsible?

11.

What did they do with the tunic? To whom did they show
it? What was Jacob’s conclusion when he saw the tunic?

12.

What action did Jacob take? Describe his grieving.

13.

What happened to Joseph? W hat was the position of his new master?

14.

Read Acts 7:9. Why was Joseph sold into Egypt? Who was with him?

15.

What difficult circumstances have you had? How did God see you through the circumstances?
Were you stronger in your faith because of the difficulty? Discuss.

At the age of 65, he was flat broke with just a small Social Security check each month. What was he to
do? There was one thing he knew how to do - fry chicken. So he kissed his wife goodbye and left in their
battered old car with a pressure cooker and can of specially prepared flour, and he set out to sell his idea
to other restaurants. He often slept in the car because there wasn't enough money for a hotel room.
There are those who believe his success was based on his tenacity and perseverance and having the
right product at the right time. But Colonel Sanders was a Godly man who had made a vow to God that
he would give 50% of his income to the work of the church. He gave constant gifts and endowments to
Christian colleges, as well as paying tuition and book fees for young men who wanted to be preachers.
Colonel Sanders proved that true wealth is measured by what we do and by Who we serve. He was first
and foremost God’s man and his desire was to please God in what he’d been entrusted with.
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Lesson 2, January 20, 2019
Genesis 39
Caught Between a Rock and a Hard Place
When life isn't fair, put your faith in the Lord; be faithful to Him; and if things get worse, keep your faith
in the Lord.
A young paratrooper learning to jump was given the following
instructions: First, jump when you are told; second, count to 10 and pull
the ripcord; third, in the unlikely event that it doesn't open, pull the
ripcord for the backup chute; and fourth, when you get down, a truck
will take you back to base. The plane ascended up to the proper height,
the men started peeling out, and the young paratrooper jumped when
told. He counted to 10 and pulled the cord, but the chute failed to open.
He proceeded to the backup plan. The second chute also failed to
open. “Oh boy,” he said. “When I get down, I suppose the truck won't
be there either.”
People will attempt to destroy your dream and want to put water on the fire and enthusiasm you have
for something new and creative. When you are doing things for God, it is no different. In fact, if they are
mad at God, they will hate the fact that you are doing something for God.
Bad things happen to good people. You do not have to be in sin to have unexpected things happen from
people you did not think would do such a thing. Life is not fair. God never says that it is. He just says that
He will be the judge and that we are to live our lives according to his word and be followers of Christ.
Joseph did not deserve this, but here he is and what is he going to do? How is he going to handle it?
How is he going to let it affect his life and those that are around him?
There was something different about Joseph. People could see it
and they knew it. You don’t have to tell someone you’re a Christian.
They will be able to see it in your life. Deception runs deep in
people’s lives. They will do what they want, with whoever they want.
They have no regard for other people’s feelings. They do not worry
about consequences. We are called to be different. We are called by
God to follow God’s word and be an example of Christ living in us.
Joseph could not stop Potiphar’s wife from desiring something that
she was not suppose to have. In fact, we see that after telling her
“no” repeatedly, she ambushed him. She set him up to fall in a trap – a web that she created to catch
an unwilling person to do something they were unwilling to do. If you have to sneak to do it, lie to cover
it up, delete it so it cannot be seen, then you probably should not be doing it. Potiphar’s wife did all these
things to set up Joseph to be in a position of compromise. She tested his trust and integrity.
1.

Read 1 John 2:15-17. What are we not to love? Why? What shows that we are following the
world rather than God? What will pass away? What will live forever?
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2.

Read Genesis 39:1-6a. How did the Lord prosper Joseph in his slavery? What was Potiphar’s
attitude toward Joseph? How was he rewarded?

3.

Read Genesis 39:6b-10. Describe Joseph’s appearance. What problem came up in Joseph’s
life? How did Joseph respond to the problem? Did he respond appropriately?

4.

Read Genesis 39:11-18. What trap was laid for
Joseph? What did Potiphar’s wife demand of him?
How did Joseph respond?

5.

What lie did Potiphar’s wife tell about Joseph? Did
she really care for him or only want what she
wanted?

6.

Read Proverbs 7. What are we to do to keep us
from adultery?

7.

How is the young man described who is viewed by the
adulterous woman? How is the woman described?

8.

When the young man goes to her how is he described?
What is the cost to him?
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9.

What is the final admonition in verses 24-27
(Proverbs 7)?

10.

Read Genesis 39:19-20a. How did Potiphar
respond to his wife’s accusations? What
happened to Joseph?

11.

12.

Read Genesis 39:20b -23. Who was with Joseph in his unfortunate
circumstances? With whom did he receive favor? What was Joseph’s
responsibility?

Read John 10:10 and 1 Peter 5:8-10. Who must we always beware of? How can we avoid the
temptations Satan brings into our lives?
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Lesson 3, January 27, 2019
Genesis 40-41

From Prison to Palace
In the Bible, we often find God communicating with His people in both
waking visions, and while asleep, through dreams. The story of Mary
and Joseph could have turned out quite different. Mary could have been
stoned. Joseph could have accused her of having an affair. He could
have sent her away quietly, trying to save honor, both his and hers. But
God chose to speak to Joseph in a dream (Matthew 1:19-21), and let
him in on the plan. Joseph and Mary grabbed hold of God’s vision and
sought to carry it out.
Henry Ford had a dream that grew out of
his interest in mechanical things as a boy. He was intrigued by the
automobile, building his first one out in a shed behind his house. His dream
was to put the horseless carriage, at that time only available to the wealthy,
into the hands of the common person. In 1903 he organized the Ford
Motor Company and produced the Model T. The first year, only 6,000 cars
were built, but only 8 years later, over 500,000 cars a year rolled off the line.
There are over 125 references to dreams and dreamers in the Bible. If dreams were not so important
God would not spend so much of His Word telling us who dreamed, why they had dreams, what He was
saying to them in the dreams, and what He did as a result of those dreams. In this lesson, we will see
Joseph interpreting the dreams of others. God revealed to Joseph the meaning of prophetic dreams.
1.

Read Genesis 40:1-8. Who had offended the king of Egypt? Where were they confined? Who
was put in charge of them? What happened to both of them the same night? Why did they appear
dejected? To whom do interpretations belong?

A cup-bearer was an officer of high rank in royal courts whose duty it was to serve the drinks at the royal
table. On account of the constant fear of plots and intrigues, a person must be regarded as thoroughly
trustworthy to hold the position. He must guard against poison in the king's cup and was sometimes
required to swallow some of the wine before serving it. His confidential relations with the king often gave
him a position of great influence. The position of cup-bearer was greatly valued and given only to a select
few throughout history.
2.

Read Genesis 40:9-15. Describe the dream of the cupbearer. What was the
interpretation of the dream? Was the result favorable to the cupbearer? What was
Joseph’s request of the cupbearer? Why?

3.

Read Genesis 40:16-19. Describe the dream of the baker. What was the interpretation of the
dream? Was the result favorable to the baker?
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Only twice in Scripture is a dream interpreter needed: Joseph and Daniel.
The dreamers were not Israelites. All examples of Israelite dreams are
understood by the dreamers themselves. The Hebrews considered hearing
directly from God superior than hearing by dreams.
4.

Read Genesis 40:20-23. What was the celebration? How was it
commemorated? What was the result for the cupbearer? What was
the result for the baker?

5.

Discuss the possible reasons the cupbearer forgot Joseph. Do we forget God after He has done
good things for us? Why might we do that?

6.

What do you think about how God communicates with those He wants to reach in a special way?
Why are we often skeptical of the stories of those to whom God may have communicated through
dreams and visions?

For Joseph the time has now come. He will travel from the pit to Potiphar’s
household to the prison to the palace. A long journey of thirteen years has
passed from the dream he told to his family to Genesis 41. By his dream he was
ostracized and by a dream he will be aggrandized. Joseph travels from despair
to experience God’s faithfulness! Do we sometimes think God has forgotten us?
Do we chafe at the bit when God seems slow in giving us His dream, His vision.
Do we think God doesn’t know what He is doing, or that He has forgotten us?
Are we willing to wait for God’s timing? Or do we demand our own time? Will we
miss the blessings of living in God’s time?
7.

Read Genesis 41:1-8. Describe Pharaoh’s dreams. Why might Pharaoh have been worried about
the dreams? Were the magicians and wise men able to help him understand the dreams?

8.

Read Genesis 41: 9-13. Why was this story told by the cupbearer relevant to the situation? Why
was this recommendation credible?

9.

Read Genesis 41:14-24. What was required of Joseph before he appeared before Pharaoh? To
whom did Joseph give credit for the interpretation of dreams?
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10.

Read Genesis 41:25-32. The dreams were interpreted to
mean what? What warning is given to Pharaoh by Joseph?
Who is in control of the situation?

11.

Read Genesis 41:33-37. What did Joseph recommend for
Pharaoh to do? What was the amount of tax to be levied?
What was to be done with the grain that was collected as a tax? For what was the taxed grain to
be used? How did Pharaoh react to the recommendation?

12.

Read Genesis 41:38-45. To what type of position was Joseph promoted? He was second in
command to whom? What honor was to be given to Joseph? Why might Joseph have been
given an Egyptian name and an Egyptian wife?

13.

14.

Read Genesis 41:46-49. How old was Joseph when he
was named “prime minister”? What was done during the
seven years of plenty?

Read Genesis 41:50-57. What was the meaning of the names given to the two sons of Joseph?
Who had the responsibility for food distribution during the famine? Who besides Egyptians came
to Joseph for grain?

Joseph could have focused on the betrayal of his brothers, the injustice of Potiphar, the ingratitude of
the cupbearer. Instead he chose to focus on the plan of God, Who was preparing him for greatness. He
went from son to slave to sovereign. If you want to be a mover and a shaker then get ready to be moved
and shaken! God cannot use those He hasn’t tested and proven to be worthy of His name. It’s not about
how many years you have put in at church; it’s about how willing you are to be obedient. Joseph had no
right to be second in command of all of Egypt; he was a shepherd boy from Canaan. He was raised to
that position because God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called!
God will ask more than you think you can give, He will stretch further than you think you can go, He will
push harder than you think you can bear, but oh to be used for His glory. Oh to be remembered in the
history of the church as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Ruth, Samuel, David,
Jeremiah, Matthew, Luke, Paul, Timothy, and John. People who were tested beyond what most would
say we can endure were crafted into history changers. It’s all about giving your life over to be used for
His purposes.
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Faith has the ability to endure all hardships and troubles because it always sees the pen on the hand of
God. Faith says: God will have the final words for the future. On the novel of our life, God has the final
signature.
Dreams and Visions Today
(from Frontiers websote)
“I was in the desert alone, lost. As far as the horizon, there was nothing in sight but sand. I felt the sand
on my bare feet. Then I saw something extraordinary. In the midst of that barrenness, an immense
wooden cross emerged from the earth, rising up with sand spilling from it back to earth.” So begins a
dream narrative posted by Bosnian Muslim teenager Emina Emlonic. A dream about Jesus. It continues:
“I felt then a spectator in my own dream, and the sight of the cross gave me neither fear nor joy. But I
was curious and began moving, almost floating, towards it, the most magnificent thing I’d ever seen or
imagined, and as I came closer to the cross, I suddenly saw a man walking toward me: a
broad-shouldered, long-striding man, with a dark complexion, long hair, and wearing a white robe. And
just as suddenly I ceased to be a witness to my dream. I was in it, walking toward the man walking
toward me. I knew him immediately. He was Jesus. Without knowing why, I fell to my knees. He stood
over me and touched my face with his right hand.” Such accounts of encounters with Jesus through
dreams and visions increasingly are being reported.
Mission Frontiers magazine has reported that out of 600 Muslim
converts, 25 percent experienced a dream that led to their
conversion. Muslims are open to dreams being revelatory, due to
both cultural (general acceptance) and religious (precedent in the
Qur’an) factors. Dreams of Jesus, then, are taken seriously.
Experiences of dreams and visions fit into the following categories:
(1) Jesus speaking Scripture to them, even Scripture they had
never heard before, (2) Jesus telling people to do something, (3) A
dream or vision that led to a feeling of being clean or at peace, and
(4) A man in white physically appearing.
A Persian migrant arrived at a refugee center visibly upset. He told his story to a Persian pastor: During
the night he saw someone dressed in white raise his hand and say, “Stand up and follow me.” The
Persian man said, “Who are you?” The man in white replied, “I am the Alpha and the Omega. I’m the way
to heaven. No one can go to the Father, except through me.” He began to ask the Persian pastor: “Who
is he? What am I going to do? Why did he ask me to follow him? How shall I go? Tell me.” In response,
the pastor held out his Bible and asked, “Have you seen this before?” “No,” he replied.” “Do you know
what it is?” “No.” The pastor then opened to the Book of Revelation: “I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end.” The man started crying and said, “How can I accept him? How can I follow him?”
So the pastor led him in prayer and peace came over him. The pastor then gave the man a Bible and
told him to hide it, since the Muslims in the camps could cause him trouble. But the man replied, “The
Jesus that I met today, he’s more powerful than the Muslims in the camp.” He left and an hour later
returned with 10 more Persians and told the pastor, “These people want a Bible.”
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